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DID YOU KNOW?  
 
FlexMLS Increased Password Security Update 
11/29/2017 
 
In an effort to improve security, the process for resetting your password 
from the login screen will be more intuitive and user-friendly. Additionally, 
the minimum requirements for your FlexMLS password are getting 
stronger. When you set a new password, it will require a minimum of 6 
characters - containing at least one character and one number - and 
you will no longer be limited to using only 8 characters. This change will 
take effect on Wednesday, November 29th.  
 
NOTE: You will not be forced to change your password on November 29, 
and you can continue to use your current password, even if it does not 
meet the new minimum strength requirements. You will only be required to 
use a password that meets the minimum strength requirements when you 
change your password after November 29.  
 
WHAT WILL CHANGE: Passwords must be between 6 and 100 
characters AND contain a minimum of one character AND one letter. 
Additionally, the most commonly used password - such a your username or 
using words like 'password' - are not permitted. Using previous passwords 
is still not permitted. 
 
When changing your password, you will receive a prompt to meet these 
requirements if the new password you've entered doesn't meet the 
minimum strength requirements.    
 
The process to update your password while you're currently logged into 
FlexMLSwill not change. Use the Menu button to navigate to the My 
Profile link under the Preferences section. Click on Security and click 
the Change Password link. Enter your current password, and then enter a 
new password that meets the minimum security requirements.   
 
Please contact your respective MLS with any questions. You may also 
follow our updates at   http://twitter.com/metromls. 
  
Metro MLS members can call the Help Desk at 414-778-5450 or 
email support@metromls.com. 
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The ORA office  

will be closed: 

• Mon & Tues, Dec. 25 & 26 

for the Christmas holiday 
• Mon & Tues, Jan. 1 & 2 for 

the New Year’s holiday 
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  President’s Column 

Troy Bretl 
2017-2018 ORA President 
 

As Thanksgiving has come and gone, I personally took time to reflect on how blessed I am. In my marriage, 
my family and friends. Another blessing I recognize is to be a part of the Ozaukee REALTORS® Association. 
Our Association Executive, the Executive Team and Board of Directors work putting in many hours to help 
direct and facilitate a wonderful Association, with the Executive Team and Board of Directors as volunteers. 
Our Association is over 370 strong and continues to grow. The dedication, compassion and understanding 
that our Directors demonstrate radiates throughout our Association. We are all blessed by working together 
to make our Association move forward.  

As we look forward to 2018 our Association has Education and Social opportunities planned. You will be 
provided with classroom CE opportunities. This a great way to learn with others in a relaxed setting. ORA’s 
monthly meetings will include the CEO of MLS doing a round table discussion of what is working and what 
improvements are planned for MLS. March we take time to acknowledge, thank and learn from all of ORA’s 
affiliate members on Affiliate Day. March we also have planned an Association Home Buyers & Sellers 
Educational Seminar. Last year this event had 18+ buyers and sellers in attendance.  

Other meetings include Ozaukee County representatives speaking on POWTS, Wells and Water. Shoreland 
zoning changes that affect so many properties. We also have the ever-popular Thirsty Thursdays planned for 
February, May and July. July’s meeting will be at Newport Shores in Port Washington with live music and free 
appetizers. We will also be having more Outreach events in 2018 to help better our community. As you can 
see, 2018 has all the makings of another great year for your Ozaukee REALTORS® Association. 

But back to now, December and Christmas are almost here. The ORA Holiday Party is Thursday, December 
7th at the HUB in Cedarburg. It is a wonderful time to socialize and celebrate a great year with friends and 
colleagues. Based on last year’s success we will again be having a Casino theme. The price is only $30 and 
includes a drink ticket, heavy appetizers and $1000 in casino money. We will also have plenty of wonderful 
raffle items. One of the nicest features of this celebration is that all the monies raised are going to 
Tailwaggers 911, a WI licensed and Ozaukee County based dog rescue, non-profit. ORA wants to be an active 
member of Ozaukee County’s growth and progress. 

As we continue to prepare for the year end and make plans for 2018, I encourage everyone to take time to 
pause and give thanks for all the many blessings we’ve experienced in 2017 and blessings in our lives, each 
and every day. I also encourage each of us to continue to give back in any way we can. I believe sharing a 
blessed life contributes to living a blessed life. I look forward to seeing everyone this month and in 2018. Have 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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HOLIDAY PARTY CASINO FUN 
on December 7 

There’s still time to register for the Holiday Party 
at The Hub from 5:30-9:30pm.  

 Go to our website homepage at 
www.ozaukeera.com and click on Holiday Party  

Thank you to our Holiday Party 
Sponsors & Platinum Basket Sponsors 

Platinum Baskets ($300+)  
• Associated Bank 

• Partnership Bank 

• PWSB 

Platinum Sponsorships 
• Associated Bank 

• Kohler Credit Union  

• Northwestern Mutual 
 
GOLD SPONSORS ($250)- 

• Mr. Mover 

• Realty Executives Integrity  

SILVER SPONSOR ($175) 

• RE/MAX United 

BRONZE SPONSORS ($100) 

• Landmark Credit Union 

• Doig Corporation 

FRIEND OF ORA ($50) 

• The Equitable Bank 

New REALTORS® 

- Susan Boos, Shorewest Realtors 

- Joe Wykhuis, Redfin Inc. 

 

TRANSFERS 

- Taunya Crilly, Shorewest Realtors 

- Michael Sager, Shorewest Realtors 

 

General Meeting: January 4: Roundtable 
discussion with Chris Carrillo, Metro MLS 

Where: Rose Harms American Legion,  
1540 13th Ave. Grafton 

Networking: 8:30-9:00am 
Program: 9-10:15am 

Lots has been happening at Metro MLS so 
come hear all about it, ask your questions, 

give feedback. 
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2017 Ozaukee REALTORS Association ECONOMIC & POLITICAL PANEL 
~ Jay C. Schreurs VP-Sr. Loan Officer, Port Washington State Bank 

On November 2nd, our Association hosted an Economic & Political Panel.  It was a pleasure having Dr. David E. Clark (Professor 
of Economics; Marquette University and consultant to Wisconsin REALTORS® Association) back another year.  Unfortunately, 
due to the State Assembly being in session, Senator Duey Stroebel and Representative Rob Brooks were unable to attend.  
While unable to attend, each did provide written updates of real estate related legislative bills they are currently working on.  In 
addition, Alan Ott (District Director for U.S. Congressman Glenn Grothman) was able to attend and give an update on 
Congressman Grothman's efforts.  

As a brief overview of Alan's presentation, Alan indicated that Congressman 
Grothman sits on three committees: 

• Budget Committee: sets the top line number for the overall budget 
for the year.  The Appropriations Committee then determines where 
the money is spent.   
 

• Education/Workforce Committee: works on issues for not only K1-
K12, but also for some higher education related items.  An important 
item currently being reviewed is the amount of student loan debt that 
is delaying the ability for many first-time homebuyers in purchasing a 
home.  
 

• House Oversight Committee: encompasses much of Congressman Grothman's time, as it deals with scandals of the 
federal government. 

Dr. Clark followed Alan and began his presentation by reviewing the National 
economy.  Eight years after the recession, the national economy is relatively 
strong.  Unemployment has continued to drop and interest rates have 
remained low.  Compound this with millennials beginning to have life events 
that are causing them to start home shopping, and we have a market to sell a 
lot of homes.  While a lot of homes have sold, the lack of inventory has put a 
binding constraint on the amount of sales.  Inventory has now dropped for 28 
consecutive months and is now at a 4 month supply.  A big question is why 
hasn't the decline in supply and subsequent rise in the median price generated 
more sellers?  The belief is that many baby boomers didn't sell 10 years ago 
when prices fell and decided instead to age-in-place.  Dr. Clark indicated that 
this will improve as life circumstances for baby boomers will force them to 

make adjustments. 

Dr. Clark continued his presentation by reviewing the Wisconsin housing market.  The unemployment rate in  
Wisconsin is at 3.5% which is below the 4.2% national rate.  Wisconsin hit both record home sale and median price numbers in 
2016.  At least records dating back as far as they could go in 2005 when reporting changes occurred.  Great news is that we're on 
pace for 2017 to match those 2016 records.  However, like the national market, inventory numbers for the Wisconsin market also 
continue to fall.  Although the current statewide 5.5 month supply may look close to a balanced market, there's a dramatic 
difference in the 8.7 month supply in rural counties compared to the 4.2 month supply in urban counties.  Tina interjected that in 
Ozaukee County, we're down to a 2.5 month supply. 

As in previous years, Dr. Clark concluded his presentation with his projections for the next year.  He anticipates the national 
economy to remain solid, the Wisconsin economy to outperform the national economy, the Fed to increase the Federal Funds by 
at least 50 basis points, new construction to grow slightly, and while he anticipates only a modest improvement in inventory, he 
anticipates Wisconsin home sales  to exceed the 2016 and 2017 levels. 
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Heinz Mulertt Dec. 1 

Kathy Bucholz Dec. 2 

Tracy LaLonde Dec. 4 

Rick Schnake Dec. 4 

Erica Waltersdorf Dec. 5 

Debbie Newman Dec. 7 

Tina Dorward (AE) Dec. 8 

Jeremy Robinson Dec. 8 

Patty Eubanks Dec. 9 

Brian Draper Dec. 11 

Katie Hammes Dec. 11 

Rudy Kuss Dec. 11 

Jes Klimas-Reish Dec. 13 

Sandy Conrady Dec. 14 

Darlene Emmer Dec. 20 

Heather Posthuma Dec. 24 

Barb Beattie Dec. 25 

John Michael Fleming Dec. 25 

Jessica Meyer Dec. 26 

Daniel Posthuma Dec. 29 

Suzanne Powers Dec. 30 

Amy Cottrell Dec. 31 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The ORATOR is the Official Newsletter of the Ozaukee REALTORS® Association 

W62N248 Washington Ave Ste 203B Cedarburg, WI  53012   

 

262-375-4730  www.ozaukeera.com 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-3, Fri. 9-Noon 

 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which identifies real estate professionals who are members 

of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 

   
             2017/2018 Board of Directors 

President: Troy Bretl 

President Elect: Michelle Pries 

Treasurer: Katie Hammes 

Secretary: Ambur Vance 

Immediate Past President: Carolyn Stangl 

Association Executive: Tina Dorward 

WRA Regional Director: Mike Didier 

MLS Director: Howard Loeb 

 

 

Maureen Baumann  

Mark Brunner 

Kathy Bucholz 

Linda Chesak  

Adam Poehlman 

BJ Streiff 

Marietta Ticali 

Matt Zipter 
 

 

WINTER CONVENTION: JANUARY 
23-25, 2017 

Convention hotel: Lake of the Torches 

Casino & Convention Center 

 
510 Old Abe Road (Located on Highway 
47), Lac du Flambeau, WI  54538 
1-800-25-TORCH or 1-800-258-
6724   Rate: $90/night, Reserve your room 
by January 9, 2018.  
Room block group name: Wisconsin 
REALTORS®Association.  

 


