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ORA SUMMER FUN 
Thursday, July 13th, 6-9pm 

Newport Shores, Port Washington 
live music begins at 7pm 

 
Enjoy the beautiful views of Lake Michigan, some 

great food and a beverage along with the company of 
fellow ORA members and their guests all while sitting 
on the outside deck at Newport Shores in scenic Port 

Washington. Come for a while or stay for hours! 

 
One free drink ticket per member and appetizers are 

being sponsored by Nick Meier of Mr. Mover and Glenn 
Strozewski of Associated Bank. 

Thank you Nick and Glenn! 

 

Cornhole games, fire pit and s’mores will all be 
available as well.  If by chance the weather doesn’t 

cooperate, no worries, we’ll just move the event 
indoors or to nearby bandshell. 

This Thirsty Thursday summer fun is open to all ORA 
members and their spouse/significant others. 

 

To sign up, go to ORA’s facebook page, 
@ozaukeerealtors and select the events page. 

See page 2 for details 
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President’s Column 

by Carolyn Stangl 

Coldwell Banker 

2016-2016-2017 ORA President 

 
 

  

Summer is officially upon us - did you survive the spring 
market? It was full of bumps and surprises. I can feel the 
summer slowdown already happening, which can 
be frustrating for both our sellers ("where are the 
showings?") and our buyers ("where are the new listings?"). 
How are you handling these conversations? What are you 
doing to try to get your listings noticed? Are you encouraging 
new sellers to list now because there are still buyers out 
there (especially in certain price points!)? It's easy to get 
distracted with summer fun, but spending a little time each 
day working on growing your business and doing something 
for your professional enrichment is important! Be ready 
when we get our bump in activity in the fall. Don't get out of 
practice. 

We had a great turnout at our latest New Member 
Orientation last week. Please be sure to seek out these new 
faces and introduce yourself to them at our next meeting or 
outing. Make them feel welcome and take a moment to 
remind yourself why ORA is a great organization... we really 
do get the chance to know each other face-to-face which 
only makes us all better professionally! 

Missed seeing you all at the June meeting, I heard the 
speakers were very interesting! I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone at our Thirsty Thursday on July 13th at 
Newport Shores in Port. Hopefully we have gorgeous 
weather - that's such a fun place. Thanks in advance to Mr. 
Mover and Associated Bank for sponsoring this night of 
summer fun!  

Remember a few things this summer...  

- Be kind and respect one another - we are all in this 
together! 

- Spend time with your family, friends and loved ones - we 
only have a few glorious months of summer! 

- Take the time to enrich your business - watch a webinar, 
make some new connections, connect with past clients. 

I am always here if you have ideas, questions or want to chat 
about the ORA. See you on the 13th! 

Carolyn 

 
The ORA office 
will be closed  

Monday, July 3-Tuesday, July 4 for 
the Independence Day holiday.  

The office will also be closing at 
Noon on Thursday, July 6 and 

remain closed Friday, July 7 while 
Tina attends her nephew’s 

wedding in Illinois.  

If you need to make a store 
purchase later in the week, call 
Carolyn Stangl at 414-559-2181 
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NEW REALTOR® MEMBERS 

 

Denise Zivotsky, 
Shorewest Realtors, Ced/Grafton  

 
Theresa Chatham 

Realty Executives Integrity, 
Cedarburg 

 
Katie Hundley, 

Shorewest Realtors, Ced/Grafton 
 

Tim Knuth,  
Shorewest Realtors, Mequon 

 
Katie Rhyme, 

Shorewest Realtors, Mequon 

 
Isabel Gierach, 

Realty Executives Integrity, 
Cedarburg 

 
David Sprenger, 

Flatform, LLC 
 

Kristi Worth, 
Realty Executives Integrity, 

Cedarburg 

 
Shakayla Neeley, 

Shorewest Realtors, Mequon 

 
 

 

WELCOME 
 

Joyce Williams, 
Infinity Realty, Inc. 

 
Jeremy Robinson, 

Homeowners Concept, Wauwatosa 
 

NEW AFFILIATE MEMBERS 

Patricia Buechler, 
Cornerstone Community Bank 

James Meyer, 
James Meyer Photography 
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Homeownership Report 
submitted by Doug Luedcke, PyraMax Bank 

I recently read an article “Homeownership Falls Back from Recent Gains” from MND News Wire Home; which is 

an agency that focuses on the housing market, but writes its articles in a simplified form that people who have 

never purchased a home can understand.   

According to the article, the US Census Bureau reported that  

 Homeownership hit its lowest level in twenty years in the second quarter of 2016, dipping as low as 62.9 

percent!   

 This was the bottom of the slide that began just before the 2006 recession, when homeownership was at an 

all-time high of 69.2 percent.   

 Prior to 2006, extremely easy mortgage credit, including 100% financing and stated income home loans, 

were readily available.  

 

Motivate the Millennials 

 While the ten year slide has affected every age group, most of the attention is focused on Millennials, those 

under 35 years of age.   

 Since 2007, Millennials have faced high unemployment, which helped to fill some rentals, but mostly the 

empty basement at their parent’s home.   

 Millennials were slow to move out and set up their own households.  They also focused on completing 

higher education, and strapped themselves with ensuing higher education loans to pay off.  This made 

homeownership seem like a distant future.   

 According to the article, this may have led to a slowdown and delay in marriages and children.   

 

The Midwestern Silver Lining 

The Census Bureau reported that the Midwest had the highest homeownership, with 67.6 percent,  

 While the lowest rate of homeownership by region was in the West, at only 59.0 percent.   

 The only age group in which homeownership increased from the fourth quarter of 2016 was the 55 to 65 

years of age. This rate increased from 74.8 to 75.6 percent.  While this is improving, it is still 3 points 

below the rate in the first quarter of 2011.    

 However, homeownership rate continues to be the highest among the oldest age group.  People 65 and 

older have a current homeownership rate of 78.6 percent, but that too is down from 81.0 percent in 2011.   

  

Putting the Numbers Together      

So what do all of these numbers mean? Yes, homeownership rates are down from 2006 levels.  However currently, 

with inventory down, pricing is up even over last year.  So the market right now is a seller’s market; those looking 

to sell a home are probably willing to do so for a higher price.  But it is also hard to compete with other anxious 

buyers on a smaller number of houses.  Home Pre-Approvals are a must to help home buyers know what they can 

afford and assure sellers that the buyers are well qualified.   Feel free to visit your local PyraMax Bank office and 

discuss your mortgage options. We’ll be happy to do our part to help you take advantage of the current housing 

market. 
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JOIN US FOR THE ORA OPEN 

The mini-golf event of the year! 

Tuesday, September 19 
4:00-7:00pm 

Where: Baehmann’s Golf 
Cedarburg 

Who: EVERYONE can mini-golf! Event 
is for ORA members and their guests 

Cost: TBD but about $20/player 

 

So now what? 

- Start putting your foursomes together 
now. Registration will be available in 

early August. 

- We will be hosting a silent auction so if 
interested in donating an item or 
soliciting items from businesses, 

contact Linda Chesak at 
lchesak@commercesb.com or at 

262.483.8595. 

- Hole & event sponsorships available. 
Watch for details to come soon. 

- Prizes, food and fun! Cornhole games 
and foot golf will also be available. 

 

Be sure to save the date now 
for this great new event! 

 

 

September is busy so mark your 
calendars now! 

Sept. 7: Installation & Awards 
Banquet 

5:30-6:30: Cocktail Hour, 1 drink ticket 
per member sponsored by Commerce 
State Bank & Mr. Mover 

6:30: Dinner with program to follow 

Port Hotel: 101 E Main St, Port 
Washington 
 

Sept 12-13: WRA Convention, see 
pg 10 for more details 

 

Sept 19: ORA OPEN (look left ) 
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Every fall, real estate professionals from across the U.S. and around the world come together for the 
annual REALTORS® Conference & Expo. This annual four-day event includes:  

 100 education sessions, featuring nationally recognized speakers and industry 
experts, who discuss timely topics and critical issues of value to REALTORS®  

 400+ industry vendors at the expo, which present the latest innovative tools just for 
real estate professionals  

 Unlimited networking and referral-building opportunities, including special events, 
networking lounges and the expo show floor 

Did You Know? 

In 2017 the REALTORS® Conference & Expo will be held at the McCormick Place Convention 
Center West Building in Chicago, Illinois. This year’s theme is "The Sky's the Limit", and, indeed, the 
event will help REALTORS® rise higher in their real estate careers.  

20,000 members and guests are expected to attend this year’s event. It takes only one referral from 
attending to pay for the REALTORS® Conference & Expo! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

CE Fall Dates 

Oct. 4: Course 1 & 2 

Oct. 11: Course 3 & 4 

Oct. 25: Electives A & C 

 

For more information, please visit 
our website at www.ozaukeera.com 
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Brian Lichtenstein July 1 

Brian Butcher July 2 

Judi Usnick July 4  

Carol Boulier July 6 

Dick Arnold July 7 

Wally Lange July 7 

Craig Wirth July 9 

Rob Brooks July 13 

Judy Remington July 14 

Austin Cole July 17 

Kate Gruning July 20 

Reut Rickert July 20 

Scott Campbell July 21 

Matt Nelson July 21 

Jacqueline Stanley July 21 

Josh Pierringer July 22 

Gerry Grosenick July 29 

Joyce Williams July 31 
 

 

 

 
 

Refer a friend to join ORA and 
receive a Starbucks gift card! 
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WRA 2017 Annual Convention 

September 12-13, 2017 | Potawatomi Hotel and Casino | Milwaukee, WI  

The WRA's annual convention is the WRA's showcase event of the year where hundreds of REALTORS® gather together 

from all corners of the state for classes, networking and fun! With the “Be An MVP: Most Valuable Professional” theme for the 

convention, you'll learn strategies and ideas to soar to new heights. With all the knowledge you'll gain at the convention, you'll 

be in a league of your own as you score new clients, new relationships and new success! 

 

 "The WRA's Annual Convention is THE event of the year for my agents. The best of the best speakers bring new insights to 

our unique business models and give everyone a great time away from the office mingling with colleagues from many 

different markets." — Andy Beiser, Beiser Realty LLC in Winneconne, WI 

The ORATOR is the Official Newsletter of the Ozaukee REALTORS® Association 

W62N248 Washington Ave Ste 203B Cedarburg, WI  53012   

 

262-375-4730  www.ozaukeera.com 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-3, Fri. 9-Noon 

 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which identifies real estate professionals who are members 

of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. 

   
             2016/2017 Board of Directors 

President: Carolyn Stangl 

President Elect: Troy Bretl 

Treasurer: Nick Meier 

Secretary: BJ Streiff 

Immediate Past President: Mike Didier 

Association Executive: Tina Dorward 

MLS Director: Howard Loeb 

 

Maureen Baumann 

Kathy Bucholz 

Katie Hammes 

Adam Poehlman 

Michelle Pries 

Marietta Ticali 

Ambur Vance 

Matt Zipter 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For more detailed information, registration forms, schedule 
and other event information, go to www.wra.org/convention 


